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March 21, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Hastings Parents, 

 

It was brought to my attention today that a teacher who works at Hillside Elementary 

School tested positive for COVID 19-coronavirus. The teacher has not been in the 

building since March 13, 2020. The teacher is under their doctor’s care and Ms. Amy 

Cazes remains in contact with the teacher. If you or your child is exhibiting symptoms, 

please check in with your physician. 

 

Our schools have been closed since Monday, March 16, 2020, so that they could be 

sanitized and disinfected. Out of an abundance of caution, we are suspending access to 

Hillside Elementary School until further notice. The childcare program that started on 

Wednesday has also been closed. We checked the availability of our neighboring 

districts as an option but either their programs have not started or are not adequately 

staffed yet. When we have more information about these programs, we will contact 

parents who used our program. We apologize for any inconvenience that this causes our 

medical professionals and first responders.  

 

I know each time you see one of these letters, your anxiety level rises. If you don’t 

currently know anyone who has tested positive for the virus, you probably will in the 

very near future. Please continue to follow the guidance of the CDC and the New York 

State Department of Health. The safest way to prevent the spread of the virus is to limit 

contact through social distancing, wash your hands for twenty seconds, cough into a 

tissue or your elbow and stay home if you are not feeling well.  

 

If you have any concerns about potential exposure, please contact your physician for 

further guidance. Please try to remain calm and follow the precautions that have been 

recommended.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and vigilance. I hope that you enjoy the rest of this 

sunny day. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Valerie Henning-Piedmonte 
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